Quick assessment of Collagen preservation in
fossil bones using Hyperspectral Imaging
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Collagen is a critical material in archaeology required for different
analyses (radio carbon dating, ancient DNA, etc.). For such analyses at

present, archaeologists are faced with the

risk of failure if collagen preservation is insufficient.
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Collagen classes: mean spectra

Rapid and non-destructive techniques are needed to screen, at laboratory
and on-site, a large number of bones to detect and quantify the amount of
collagen preserved. Spectroscopy techniques such as Near Infrared (NIR)

and NIR hyperspectral imaging fulfill all these conditions.
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