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Traditional methods used in archaeology to sort samples are usually manual, requiring then lots of time and a previous step of sieving or sedimentation.
In addition, when qualitative parameters are assessed, it often implies the destruction of the samples or the use of chemical products. For these reasons
there is an increasing demand in the development of fast and non-destructive analytical methods able to detect constituents of interest in complex
matrices such as soil sediments and to assess their qualitative parameters (e.g.: collagen content).

The present work combines Near Infrared Hyperspectral Imaging (NIR-HSI) and chemometric tools for the preliminary sorting of archaeological material.
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